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Francis, while the latter brought another powerful adversary
into their conflict by concluding an alliance with the Turkish
Sultan, Solyman. The French overran the whole of Savoy,
and took Turin. Charles, then resting at Naples after his
North African expedition, remained there from December
1535 to March 1536 He then travelled northwards to oppose
the French, and in passing through Rome made arrange-
ments with Paul III for the assembly of a Council of the
Church as soon as a state of peace should be obtained; though
it was nine years before the Council12 was able to assemble.
Having arrived in northern Italy, Charles repulsed the
French, and then invaded Provence, but in September was
forced to retire again to Italy, Savoy remaining the prize
of France, and the territories of its Duke becoming reduced
to the single town of Nice.

Whether or not Alessandro's enormities had become so
pronounced before Pope Clement's death in 1534, they evi-
dently had fully done so by June 1535, when Ippolito's mis-
sion took place. It therefore immeasurably lowers our
esteem of the Emperor Charles V (who must have been fully
aware, both of the abominable state of things which had
caused Ippolito to be sent, and of the circumstances of his
death) to find that in April 1536, on his way northwards
from Rome, he stayed in Florence at the Medici Palace with
Alessandro. And on the iQth June in the same year Alessandro
was married in San Lorenzo to the Emperor's daughter Mar-
garet, then fifteen, the last iniquitous step in the compact
made by Clement VII with Charles V at Bologna in 1530.

But all was of no avail. Six months later, on the night of
the sth January 1537, came the end of Alessandro's vicious
life at the age of twenty-six, and in the way in which it was
bound to come sooner or later. He was assassinated by his
young relative and boon companion Lorenzino,13 of the
younger branch of the Medici family, then aged twenty-two,